3762 JOINT BRESOLUTIONS

WHEREAS, This shortage in natural gas has caused
many places of business to close or to restrict their
business hours, which has not merely inconvenienced the
citizens of Maryland but which has led to a severe
econonic hardship both upon the citizens and upon the
governmzental units that are dependent upcn a good
economric clipate to produce needed revenues; and

WHFREAS, We have a 600 year sugpply cf coal im this
country amnd coal is relatively inexpensive; and

WHEREAS, We now have the techmology which will
permit the generation of power by ccal and still comply

with air quality standards; and

WHEREAS, Maryland has an akundant supply of coal
which could be wused to heat public buildings and
businesses; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, That
the Governor of the State of Maryland, the LCepartment of
State Plannxng, and the Energy Plannlng Office deeck—-inte

£usthoer, and the Department of General Services undertake
a_stady om the viability of converting State buildings
that use natural gas or oil for heat and power to the use
of coal and-that this study be completed by July 1, 1978;
and be it further.

RESOLVEDy—Ehat—the—-Departaente—of-Natural--Reseurees

and--Health-—and-——Nental-—Hygiene—give-censideration—to—a
speeial—aliewance—peEaitting-pubiic—Euildingsy-as—well-as
Businessesy—to—heat—sith-cealy-and-ke-it—fusrthesr

BRESOLVED, That the Department of Eccpnomic and
Comnunity Development study the possikility of converting
public utilities in Maryland to the use of cocal and that
this study be completed by July 1, 1978; and ke it
further

RESOLVED, That the offices cf the Comptrcller and
Budget and Fiscal Planning allow a fiscal ccansideration
tc encourage the conversion to ccal heating; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That wherever possible Maryland coal be
used for heat within the State; and ke it further

BESOLVEBy—That—at—such—a—tine-that-the-ciices-—caused
by—the—-coid-and—the—shortage—of—accoptabie-fucl-is—over
that—the-state——oR60—again—RoVe—t6—EoRPly—with—high
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